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Chapter 7 — Development Opportunity: Little Vasquez

General Description

This zone includes the upper Little Vasquez valley, including the areas known as
Belle Fourche, Parsenn Backside. Vasquez Cirque and a small, high-elevation section
of Vasquez Mountain above Vasquez Cirque. This area consists of a large bowl-
shaped topography centered around the north flowing Little Vasquez drainage.
Slopes range from very steep with cliffs to moderately pitched terrain. However,
most of this terrain has steep slopes that are suitable for advanced to expert skiers.

Little Vasquez opened to skiing in 1997 with the debut of Vasquez Cirque. Currently,
skiers access this area al three locations--one near the top of the Timberline lift, one
in the Parsenn Saddle, and one on the northeast face of Parsenn Peak. The Upper Big
Valley trail currently acts as a collector trail in the boltom of the valley, connecting to
the Vasquez Ridge development opportunity at the 9,970 foot elevation. Blevations
range from about 12,050 at the top of North Cone (near the Timberline lift) and
11.800 (above Vasquez Cirgue) to about 10.200 feet in

the Little Vasquez valley.

The Terrain Capacity Analysis identified three
large skiing pods on the northwest facing slopes
and a fourth pod that siraddles this zone and the
Mary Jane/Parsenn Bowl pod. The east facing
Vasquez Cirgue also has a number of expert
skiing routes, which are currently used for skiing
when snow conditions permit. This area
contains terrain that would provide a wide
variety of trail types because of its varied topography and tree coverage.

Two lifis are proposed to provide return cyele skiing in this zone. One of these lifts
would also provide an importan! interconnect between the existing ski area and the
proposed Vasquez Mountain ski development. No lifts are planned in the Vasquez
Cirque. No base area facilities or skier services buildings are proposed for this area.

Lift and Trail Improvements

Parsenn Backside & Belle Fourche

The uppermost section of Little Vasquez valley has relatively steep slopes on the
south end, extremely steep slopes on the west side. and moderate to steep slopes on
the sast side. This arca is currently operated as controlled backcountry terrain using
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access gates located approximately 200 feet from the Timberline 1ift, in the Parsenn
Saddle, and on the north side of Parsenn Peak. Most users ride the Timberline lift, ski
to one of the gates. and then hike to their ski route. Return cyele skiing in this zone
requires skiers to hike to their chosen trail, ski the selected terrain, and then take the
long, relatively flat Upper Big Valley trail to the bottom of the Pioncer Express lift.
From there, skiers ride that lift, ski Gunbarrel trail, then ride the High Lonesome
Express, ski upper Edelweiss, and finally catch the Timberling chairlift. This oycle is
estimated to average over one hour. including riding the lifts (24 minutes) and
(ransferring between lifis. Although this zone is lightly used compared Lo the rest of
the resort. it provides an imporiant terrain element for a specific segment of the
resort’s existing and future guests.

The Development Analysis section of this report shows three contiguous terrain pods
(Pods W, X, & Y) that provide potential for skiing on 185 acres. In addition to those
pods, some guests are skiing in the many chutes off the western side of the upper
Cirque. The Cirque is the major topographical feature separating Parsenn Bow! from
Vasquez Moumtain.

A fixed-grip chairlift, Lift 60, is proposed for the northwest facing terrain west of the
High Lonesome Express chairlift. It would service return cycle skiing and reduce the
cycle time for skiers using this terrain. The lower terminal of this new [ift would be
located in the valley bottom beside the existing Upper Big Valley trail. The top
terminal would be located off the northwest side of Parsenn Peak. The terrain on the
Parsenn Backside and Belle Fourche would be partially developed for return cycle
skiing for intermediate to advanced skiers. This lift could also be used in conjunction
with the proposed Parsenn Express to offer a return route to Parsenn Bowl while
dramatically reducing the distance of the ski-out, the number of lift rides needed, and
the cycle time.

Lift 60 is proposed initially as a fixed-grip chairlifl lor the shori-term and would
ultimately be replaced with a detachable six-passenger chairlift in the same alignment
at some future date. This lift would provide return cyele skiing in a large pod that
services |ow intermediate to experl terrain in this northwest facing section. The
bottom terminal of Lifi 60 would be accessible from both the Pioneer Express and
future Vasquez Mountain lifts. This lift, combined with the Pioneer Express, will
become a crucial secondary access route from Cooper Creek to the Mary Jane/Parsenn
Bowl chairlifis for morning staging. It will alse serve as an important egress from
Vasquez Mountain at the end of the day, The large capacity of this lift (3,200 pph) is
critical for egress and access as well as for balancing the ski trail potential in this pod.
The portion of the Upper Big Valley trail from the 10,500-foot elevation to the
bottom terminal of this lift would become a very important part of this ski terrain.
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