


Chapter 3: Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences
3.14 — Inventoried Roadless Areas

maintenance techniques to manual methods within the mountain hemlock parkland community (refer to
Section 3.5.3.1 Vegetation Communities). Even so, this level of development would result in the eventual
removal of 767 acres (66 percent) of the White Pass IRA from the inventory of potential wilderness areas
because it would no longer meet the criteria for inclusion (USFS 1992).

The remaining 393 acres of the White Pass IRA to the north is outside the proposed expansion area and
would remain undeveloped. Although it would be cut off from the Goat Rocks Wilderness boundary to
the south by the proposed expansion developments, this portion of the White Pass IRA is contiguous
along its western boundary with the Goat Rocks Wilderness, and as such, would continue to meet the
inventory criteria (USFS 1992).

Modified Alternative 4

Goat Rocks Adjacent IRA Under Modified Alternative 4, a 7-acre parking lot and a new, 400-square
foot ticket booth would be developed in the eastern portion of the existing SUP area. Approximately half
of the parking lot would be located within the Goat Rocks Adjacent IRA (refer to Figure 2-4), and the
ticket booth might intrude as well, depending upon the final footprint. In addition, Modified Alternative 4
incorporates grading on the Holiday trail within the Goat Rocks Adjacent IRA to meet the requirements
of novice terrain.

As described above, the portion of the Goat Rocks Adjacent IRA within the SUP area has already been
substantially developed and no longer meets the criteria for inclusion on the inventory of potential
wilderness areas (USFS 1992). Furthermore, the parking lot and ticket booth would be constructed within
the influence zone of US 12. For these reasons, the trail grading and construction of the parking lot and
the new ticket booth would have no effect.

NWhite Pass IRA The development of two new lifts, 17 ski trails, the 2,000-square foot mid-mountain
lodge, utilities, and water supply line or well within the 767 acres of Hogback Basin (refer to Figure 2-4)
would affect the placement of the White Pass IRA on the inventory of potential wilderness areas for the
same reasons described in Alternative 2, with one slight difference. Vegetation clearing for ski trails
would increase to approximately 21.5 acres in the mountain hemlock parkland, a distinctive feature of the
IRA. In addition, a segment of the PCNST would be relocated to the Wilderness boundary, resulting in
less than half an acre of ground and vegetation disturbance. As with Alternative 2, Mitigation
Measures/design criteria and Other Management Provisions (refer to Section 2.4) would reduce impacts
to the natural vegetation by marking maximum trail clearing limits, felling trees away from adjacent
vegetation, and limiting maintenance techniques to manual methods within the mountain hemlock
parkland community (refer to Section 3.5.3.1 — Vegetation Communities). The former location of the
PCNST segment would be allowed to revegetate naturally. Even so, the level of development proposed
under Modified Alternative 4 would result in the eventual removal of the 767-acre Hogback Basin portion
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