


and the Cowlitz Valley Ranger District of the Gifford Pinchot National Forest (GPNF), White Pass
operates under a Special Use Permit (SUP) issued by the U.S. Forest Service (USFS).

2.0 DECISION AND REASONS FOR THE DECISION

This ROD documents our decision to approve Modified Alternative 4 (the Selected Alternative), which
replaces the previous White Pass Master Plan (White Pass Company 1979). This ROD also documents an
amendment to the White Pass SUP to authorize site-specific implementation of the new Master
Development Plan (MDP), including adding approximately 767 additional acres to the SUP area based on
Modified Alterative 4 in the FEIS. These actions will occur within or adjacent to the existing SUP area
boundary of White Pass. The existing SUP area is allocated to Administratively Withdrawn/RE-1 -
Developed Recreation under the Wenatchee National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan
(WNF Forest Plan) and Administratively Withdrawn/2L - Developed Recreation under the GPNF Forest
Plan, while the expansion area is entirely within the GPNF and allocated entirely to Administratively
Withdrawn/2L - Developed Recreation.

Our decision also includes Amendment 19 to the 1990 GPNF Forest Plan, a non-significant amendment
that applies only to the existing and selected SUP expansion area. This amendment will modify the
riparian area Standards and Guidelines for recreation (Item 2 under Planning and Inventory on page IV-70
of the GPNF Forest Plan) to allow for downhill ski trails and other ski area infrastructure to cross riparian
influence areas (RIAs) within the GPNF portion of the White Pass SUP area. Amendment 19 pertains
only to the GPNF Forest Plan and includes no revisions to the OWNF Forest Plan or the Northwest Forest
Plan ROD (USDA and USDI 1994).

2.1  Summary of Selected Alternative

We have decided that the White Pass Master Plan (White Pass Company 1979) will be replaced with the
Selected Alternative, to include the White Pass lift and trail network as described in the FEIS (see Section

2.3.4, page 2-34), summarized below, and presented in Table 1 (see Figures ROD-1 and ROD-2). /

Our selection of Modified Alternative 4 will result in an expansion of the White Pass Ski Area into 767
acres of Hogback Basin, adjacent to and west of the existing White Pass SUP area (see FEIS Volume 2,
Figure 2-4). Two new chairlifts, C-5 (Basin) and C-6 (Hogback Express), will be constructed. Our
decision will add approximately 90 acres of terrain on 18 new trails, with revegetation of 5.4 acres of
existing terrain, for a net increase of approximately 85 acres of terrain. The trail network under our
Selected Alternative will increase from the existing 37 named trails on approximately 212 acres to 55
trails on approximately 298 acres (see FEIS Table 2.3.4-2). In addition to the new terrain associated with
the Hogback Express and Basin chairlifts, a new trail will be developed in the Paradise pod to provide
more low intermediate and intermediate terrain, providing additional opportunities for round-trip skiing in
this area and reducing pressure on other ski trails. Additionally, portions of the trails along the existing
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