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Subjeat: Propoged Timberline BExpress Project

Tracii,

Baged on my telephons conversions today with you and Brad Goshring, USFEWS,
concur with the Mt. Hood WP determination that the proposed Timberlins
Exprese gki lift sxpansicn projsct would have no effect on ESA listed -""——-’.
ariandromous f£ish (Lewer Columbis River steeslhead, LOR Chinook salmon, or LOR
coho salmon) or their proposed eribiecal habitat im Still Creek. Habitat that
iz known co be occupled by BESA-listed fish species is approximately 5 miles
downstream from the prepogssd project sice. Conservatilon m2asurss wnich would
be dmplemented as part of the project are expected to minimise sediment
Eransport to the headwaters of Still Creek in the project area. In addition,
becdanse of stream channel gradient anéd configuration, any ssdiment that may
enter the oreek from the project site, would be éexpected to sebtle bur prior
bo reaching anadromous fish habitat § miles downstrsam.
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Threatened and Endangered, Candidate and USFS Sensitive Species
Allernative |

Under Alternative 1, Timberline would continue to operate without any further development. No
additional impacts would occur to Threatened and Endangered fish species under Altemnative 1.

Alternative 2

Suitable rearing and spawning habitat exists on Still Creek both within and downstream o f the
Study Arca for LCR chinook salmon, LCR steelhead trout, bull rout, LCR coho salmon, redband
trout. and Columbia Dusky Snail. Surveys conducted in Still Creek (2003) and the West Fork
Salmon River (2004) found no evidence of these species within the Study Area (see Appendix D
_ Fisheries). Barriers to fish passage located downstream of the Study Area exist. as a resuli,
these species are not expected to oceur within the Study Area. Therefore, no direct impacts to
individuals within the Study Arca are anticipated under Alternative 2, However indirect impacts
to fish may oceur due 1o altered flows, changes in sedimentation, or water guality.

The effects of the Proposed Action on Threatened and Endangered species is summarized below
in Table 3.4-2. Additional information regarding the effects of the Action Alteratives can be
found in Appendix 1) —Fisheries Biological Evaluation for the Timberline Express Chairlifi
Proposal.

Table 3.4-2

Effect DeteMginations for Listed Species

Species Stutus Effect Determinution
Al 2 AlLd Al 5 AlLR
ITJ:H.":H Columbia River FalbSpring ?chemi Nu Effect MWo Eifect Mo Elfect Mo Effec
Chinook Threstened
(Cdcarinprciius (sohawriicia)
Lower Columbia River Steclhead Federal NLAA NLAA No Lifect Mo Eifec
{Cmcorfmchs ki Threatened
Bull Trout Federal No Effect Mo Effect No Effect Mo Effew
{Safveltmes conflientis) Threatenesd
Lower Columbia Biver Coha Proposed NLAA NLAA No Effect No Effec
({Icarhvichus kistuek) Threulened
Redband Trout LISFS
(corivnehne mykiss 4p,) Sensilive MATTH ML Mo lmpagt Mo Impact
Species
Columbia Dusky Snail USFs
(Lyegyrus n sp ) SEnsLve MWIITH MITH Mo Trmpaut Mo lmpuaol
Species

NLAA- May Affeer, Mot Likely w Adwersely Aftect
M- Wiy Trpect Indsviduaks o Bt bot e not |kely toconiriboe fownnds Toderal Lting of this sprecics
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areas over a mat of processed slash, avoiding exposure of mineral soils and eliminating need for
trails or skid roads. A single grip harvester is a machine that cuts the tree at the stump, delimbs,
tops. and bucks to the desired length with & processing head on the end of a hydraulic boom.
This boom s attached toa four-wheel drive or a track carmmer. A forwarder is a rubber tire or
stee] tracked, articulated vehicle used for transporting cut trees and is equipped with a grapple
loader for loading and unloading.

Potential impacts to wildlife from tree removal activities would include disturbance due 1o the
creased nowse and activity wathin the Study Area. Helicopter-assisted tree removal would
potentially result in wildlife disturbunces outside of the Study Area. Design Criteria W4 and W5
restrict the use of helicopter assisted tree removal (see Table 2.4-2).

Determination of Effects

Table 3.6-8 presents the determination of effects for special-status species potentially occurring
within the Study Area. A complete discussion of these effects can be found in Appendix F -
Wildtife Technical Report and Blological Evaluwation for the Timberline Express Chairlift

Praposal. ‘
Table 3.6-8

Effects Determinations for Special Status Wildlife Species Potentially
Occurring in the Timberline Express Proposal Study Area

Species Alternative 2 Alreraative 3 Alternative 5 Alternative 3

Federallv Listed Threatened or Endangored Species

Morthern spotied owl CHU = No Effect CHLU = No Effect CHLU -~ MANLAAI CHU — No Effect

(Strix gocidenialis cauring) | Owls/habitat Crwlsihabital — Chwls'habatal - Crwelshabiiu) -
MANLAAL MANLAAL MANLAAL MANLAAL
Msturbance - | Jisturbance - [sturhbence - Disturbance -
MANLAAI MANLAAL MANLAAL MANLAMN]

Mt. Hood Natipnal Forest Sensitive Species

Americean peregrine foleon

L Fereey petepgrinis anatuml

My inpact idividuals, but would not Tikely contribute 10 4 trend foward federal listing

Hurlequin duck

\HMestrinmicus fistrionicus )

Mo frmpact

Culifenidn wolverine
(el grader fupenes)

My impue) individusls. bul would not likely contribute o o trend (oward federal listing

Pacific fisher
{ Murter penmanti)

May impact imdividuzls. but would not bikely contnbute o a rend 1oward federal Listing

Bisinl's shrew
(Sorex hairdii permiliensiy)

Miy impact individuals, but would not likely contribute 6 4 rend loward léderal listing

Pacific westem
(Townsend's) bigeeared but

{Cerrvmartrimis tewrsandii)

Mty impact individuals, but would not hikely contribute to 2 trend (oward federal listing

Pacific Frimge-taled bal

May umpaet individuals, but would not ikely contribute 102 trend toward federal hsting
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Species

Alternative 5 Alternative §

Alternative 2 Alternative 3

( Myotis thvsanodes
vesprertinns)

Uregon spotied frog

{ Rarta pretiosa)

May impaet mdividuals, but would not likely contribute w o rend (oward Tederal listng

Cope's giant salamander
( Dicampiodon fegelimus)

May impact mdividuals, but would not likely contribule (o 4 rend towurd federal listing

Coscade torrenl salamonder

{ Rhvaoctrifon caseadae)

May impact individaals. bui would not likely contribute to o rend (owand federal [isting

Cregon slender salomander
(Batrachoseps wrighi)

May impact individuals, but would not likely contribute t o trend towsard federal listing

Oregon red ee vole

{drbarimus longicawdiy)

Mo lmpact

Lirch moun ain
salamander

[Pletheacon farselly

Mav impact individuals, but would not likely contribute to o trend toward federal lisung

Puger (regonian
{Cnpdomiastiy dimia)

May impact individusls, but would not likely contribute to a trend toward federal listing

Columbg oreponin

{Crygrtamas it henderyoni)

May impact mdividoals, but would not likely conribuie to.a temd lowerd federal Listing

Dalles sideband

{ Moncdenia fidells minori

Muy impact individunks, but would not likely contribute to a trend Lloward lederal hstimg

Croter Lake tightowl
(Pristilome arcticum
crteiy)

May impact individuals, but would not likely contribute to & tread loward federal listing

Mi. Hood MNational Forest Management Indicator Species

Pileated woodpecker
(P e plicatiis)

May impact individuals, but would not likely contribute to  trend toward federal Listing

American maren

{ Marras gmaricana)

May impact individuals, but would not hikely contribute Lo a trend toward federal Listing

Hlack-taied deer

(Cdocmilens hemionis)

Muv impact individuals, but would not likely contribute (o a trend toward fadess| listing

Eik
(Cervies elapfing)

May impact individuals, but would not likely contribute to o trend toward federal histng

Meotropical Migratory
Birds

May impact individuals, but would not likely contribule to o trend toward federal listing

PMAMLAN — May Alect, Mot Likeny o Adverseiv Affcol
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