


Chapter 2: Description of Alternatives

Lift Network

River Run Gondola

A gondola is proposed between River Run and the Roundhouse Restaurant to expedite up-mountain
ingress to the Roundhouse area, as well as to ease base area congestion and downloading for less
advanced skiers and foot passengers. This proposed enclosed lift would provide easy and convenient
loading for foot-passengers who would be able to access the mountain for sightseeing or dining either
during the day or evening. As it would provide access to the Roundhouse Restaurant during the evening,
lights would be installed in the top terminal structure of the River Run Gondola. The proposed River Run
Gondola would be approximately 6,400 feet in length with a carrying capacity of 2,800 people-per-hour
(pph). Implementation would require an approximate 60-foot wide corridor to be created through the
forest canopy between the River Run portal and the Roundhouse Restaurant. Installation of the River Run
Gondola can be accomplished without construction of new roads — instead relying on the existing road
network for access to the top terminal location as well as helicopters and excavating equipment for
construction of the lift corridor and tower installation. Installation of the gondola would result in minimal
ground disturbance related to top and bottom terminal construction as well as towers (roughly 0.5 acre),
as well as approximately six acres of vegetation removal for the 60-foot wide corridor.

Beyond providing direct access to the Roundhouse Restaurant, the River Run Gondola would expedite
movement for novice and low intermediate skiers to the Seattle Ridge chairlift by eliminating the need to
ride two lifts. Novice and low intermediate skiers who finish at the Seattle Ridge terrain, could navigate
Lower Broadway to the Cold Springs lift and then download on the River Run Gondola back to the base
area. This would provide an additional option for beginner and novice skiers to descend to the River Run
Plaza rather than attempting to navigate the steeper terrain below the Roundhouse.

Exhibition Lift

With installation of the River Run Gondola, the existing Exhibition chairlift would be removed, as it
would become redundant. Minimal re-grading would be necessary for lift removal.

Snowmaking

Authorization to use the previously installed snowmaking infrastructure on approximately 35.7 acres of
the Frenchman's terrain has been incorporated into the Proposed Action. In addition, installation of new
snowmaking infrastructure is proposed on Olympic Lane, Olympic Ridge, Lower Olympic, Broadway
Face, Lower Broadway, Guyer Ridge, Upper Cozy, Upper Hemingway, Christmas Bowl, Brick's Island,
Can-Can, French Dip, and the proposed Seattle Ridge trail totaling approximately 107.3 acres.

Total proposed snowmaking coverage within the SUP area under Phase 1 of the 2005 Master Plan would
be approximately 143 acres, bringing fotal snowmaking coverage in the permit area to approximately 541
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