Sun Valley 4b

Chapter 3: Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences
J. Wildlife and Fish

to late successional forest would occur as a result of installation of snowmaking infrastructure. This
would result in loss or degradation of vegetation which would be allowed to grow back. Areas with
significant impacts would be revegetated with native species. Under Alternative 2, proposed snowmaking
coverage within the SUP area would amount to approximately 143 acres and total snowmaking coverage
(existing and proposed) would be approximately 541 acres.

Direct and long-term impacts to late successional forests would occur due to loss and conversion of forest
habitat to grassland/shrubland habitat. As can be derived from Table 3J-11, under Alternative 2,
approximately 27.6 acres (~5.8 percent) of late successional forest in the study area would be cleared for
the construction of ski trails and a gondola. The reader is referred to figures 5 and 6 in Chapter 6 for
vegetation communities under Alternative 2, as well as Table 3J-11. Under Alternative 2, late
successional forest would be removed and converted to shrub/herbaceous communities and would
continue to be maintained in a managed shrub/herbaceous condition.

Table 3J-11:
Proposed Acreage of Impacts to Wildlife Habitats in the
Bald Mountain Study Area

CLEARING

Grassland/Shrubland 1.2 1.2

Conifer Forest 38.9 15.7
Lodgepole Pine 0.2 0.2
Late 0.2 0.2
Douglas Fir 252 32
Mid 3.5 26
Late 21.7 0.6
Douglas Fir/Lodge Pole 22 2.2
Mid 2.2 2.2
Sub Alpine Fir 4.6 4.6
Mid 0.6 0.6
Late 4.0 4.0
Mixed Sub Alpine Forest 5.6 38
Mid 3.9 3.8
Late 1.7 -
Mixed Broadleaf/Conifer 0.4 1.7
Mixed Whitebark Pine (Early) 0.7 -

Clearing Subtotal 40.1 16.9

THINNING

Conifer Forest 0.0 21.5
Douglas Fir - 18.6
Mid - 1.8
Late - 16.8
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