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Chapter 4: Environmental Consequences
4.6 - Wildlife

Forested Habitat and Associated Species

Impacts to mature forest habitat would be grestest under Allemnative 2 compared to the other Action

Alternatives. Mature forest would be cleared at Alpentul for construction of the proposed new

Internationale charrlift and the realignment of the existung Sessel and St Bernard chairlifts; at Summit

Central tn the Silver Fir pod, at the base of Easy Streat chairlift, and in the area of the expanded Silver Fir

parking lot 2; and at Summit East for construction of the preposed Creek Run and Rampart chairlifts and
associated trails (see Figures 2.3.3-1 and 2.3.3-2 — Alternative 2)

e il

Under this Alternative the amount of matuce forest haWuuld be reduced from
1,053,110 deres to 1.007.83 acres for o loss of 45.28 nerew. The greatest amount of mature forest habitat
removal would cceur within the mature forest in Section 16 (Summit East). Imporant functions of mature

forest that may be impacicd include CWD and snag recruitment, habital for species described in Chapier
3, and habilat conngelivity,

Under this Alternative. 2.75 aeres of mature forest understory would be modified by installation of
utilitics. Another 4.36 acres of mature forest clearing would ocour in areas adjacent o buildings, parking
lots, roads, and [ift terminals. These arcas would be allowed to revegetate. However revegetation of
miature forest is a long-term process and this would rot oceur within the timeframe of the MDP. Options
for reducing impacts to mature forest adjacent t construction areas would be ilentified and implemented
where possible, as described in Other Management Provision OMP 39(see Table 2.4-2).

In addition to mature forest clearing, there would be 9,10 neres of glading under this Aleemative. Glading
would be designed lo mainlain over-story canopy al 2 minimum of 70 percent in areas where it is
currently above 70 percent and no reduction in matire forest over-story canopy would ocour in areas
where it is currently below 70 percent, Glading would remove under-story trees and shrubs and so would
change the coadittons within these areas although they would still be considercd matare forest hahitat.

Removal of individual trees in mature forest for glading would reduce the basal area of mamure trees n the
Study Aren. Dats on cxisting basal arca was not collected during field surveys for this progect, however
data on canopy cover was collected and is used in this analysid a5 o threshold, with glading that mamtains
a canopy cover of 70 percent or gresier in arcas that currently have canopy cover of 70 or groater and that
mainiaing EXisting CANOPY COVET in 4reas canopy cover is less than 70 percent being defined as being
ncutral or benelicial to mature forest,

Clearing of mature forest would reduce the number of énaps currently available and would reduce the area
available for shori-term snag snd CWD recruitment. Cleaning of immature forcst would reduce the ares
available for long-term snag and CWD recruitment in the frture. In order (0 minimize impacts to CWD
recrinitment, Other Management Provision OMP 40 (see Table 2.4-2), would be implemented.
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Chapter 4; Environmental Consequences

4.5 - Vegetation
Table 4.5.3-1
Spmmary of Long-term” Impact Acreage for Land Cover Types
Within the Study Area - by Alternative
tEi]i:tng Ali 2 m’: Alt 4 AlLS
: ; Land : [mphacts Impacts | Impacts | Tmpacts
Land Cover Type* Owierehin Landcover) .
Tutal Taotal Tatal Total Tl
{acres) (meres) facres) {acres) {acres)
Mixed Conifer — Western hemlock
Public 2348 .00 (r00 (.00 (.00
Wlare :
Provate H»n LIRLH .00 .00 o0
Public Q5. Th 0.11 11 IRET 0.1
Jenanaiinee
Private 0.42 .00 00 .00 HEEY
Mixed Coniler — Pacific silver fir A"
Public SE693 ¥5.20 14.44 524 2852
Maure
Private 22387 821 618 601 622
Pukhic 103.08 6.46 A 67 424 54
[mimature
Privite 130,71 1237 1242 11.68 237
Puhlio 16.96 1.63 334 .00 217
sapling
Private 26825 2.95 295 275 295
Mixed Conifer — Mountain hemlock l
Public 22140 5.06 0.72 1.34 15K
Mature :
Private 321 .00) 0,00 £1.04) 3.0
Public 0.00 004 .00 ELH 0.00
Immature X
Private IR [.(HF Q.00 {1100 (.00
Shrub
= Public 6470 185 1.63 106 1.78
Manaral
| Private 43134 .13 .13 012 0.13
Public 0063 15.4% 13.45 1249 [5.48
Modified
Private {4139 .77 LT7 1.36 1.77
Herbaccous
Public 7.22 135 0.16 007 038
MNatursl = Y
Privale T35 (.08 {108 008 .08
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