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tion OF all the alternatives, Alternative [ places a low empha.
sty on developments for human use and recteation,”
Alternative Drreduces the lind avaitable foroff coad moter
evele and uncwrnoblle use and eliminates the devdloped reore
at:on desigration of some lands proposed for future skiarea
expavsion, While Alternative I has drawn fntense criticlsmn
from aff road yehiely growps as well 45 from sthers—incloding
some skl imdhastry strumes-—as overly pestrictive of mereation,
it has also been criticized by environmenial groups as invudfi
clently protective of wilderneas Aspen Siing Commpary, e
o supparts e there af Alffermative I
That soppor results from an eshanstive review nf the draft
phage and wn Hatrospective analysas of our idustry sod eurcome
pany. Aspen Skiing Contpany ls deeply cammitied ta the
preservation and enhancemnient of dor palvral dnvionment,
but our suppart for Alternariee I in not the praduct of blind
sciherence to enviremmental seafotry, W supper Alternative
£ notasa marketing ploy arsecrel plan togatn advantage over
the eommpetition, but because its the right thing forue oo
a8  company and, weesubmat, the right thimg, for our industry,
Aseveryone in the sk indiastry bemoans, yotl shles visits
in the LIS have remained Bat Cabont goomiilion per year] for
mode than 3o years During that perlod, pesorts have made fab
i jesus frvestiments b infrastrocture snd vermain expansions.
The net resuly has been higher 1ift ticket prices but mo overal|
growth in skiers Wihile Alternative D reduces the scope of
s prroguisted fitore expansions, would our indusery be bet.
ter off if its s million visitors anespread over mioge terraind
Ay the rogg National ShieBoarder Opinion Sarvey takim
at Aspen and Snowmass showed. preservation of the environ-
ment is extremely important to skiers and riders. With oar
ghiedls calling for darnist pretiction of eur moantain spviroe:
ment, why wonld our industry presume 10 know better and
angue fo the contrary?

“Would our industry be beiter off
if its 50 million visitors are spread
over more terrain?”

The: meet voval opgainents of Allemative D e beenolf
riad uaers afdin hikes, snowmnobiles and ATV Unfortunaely,
by virtue of the pereeption of ki indistry apposition 1o Alter
native L3, casr inchavtry is aow o g defackrallisnes with grogps
and yiewpolnts that we belleve are drasically incopsistent with
th sertimente of onr customers. Dioes an image of 2 snowms
bile roarmng through the mountains help persiade conswmers
10 take 3 winter ski vacation?

Thinking realisticatly and praymatically, a fores) plan that
e phusizes coospstem hialth and Wodiversity is not a sudden
change-in the state of the world for the dkd fodustry, I seerm
extraordinanly untikely thatan existing, operating skiana
will everbe elosed dewn ah the resalt af some newly discovered
nieds for habitat or specss protection. Threatened and endan

gered speces will hitve lmpacts on skl brea operatiens, bt so

do hivtdteds of ather exioting federal, sta1e and local lawe I1
sem eqpually unlikely that amy new ski area cxpansion wouold
be permitted ifthe expansion covsed material negative Impacts
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