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Insummary, the 39.3 Al 6f dépletions to the Gunnaison River that would oceur-under Aleraarive D
have not gane through USFWS section T consulmtion (LSES 1997), Implementznon of Alternative D
would, therefore, be likely to adversely affect the tour big rivir fish, Howsver, the magnitude of this
potental affect s so inckasequential that compensatory mirigarion would not be reguired by the
USFWS. Recommendarwmos are provided below in Section 82 to mingate this affect

North American Lyns POWde rh o rn 4 b

Lynx are absent on Powderhorn Ski Area and on 5 rand Mesg Hawever, suirabile, but vacant habirat
that mmght be inbabited by future lynw as part of $recovered population is present and has been
evaluated with respect to affects resulting from th implemenrarion of Alternative T Alternative D
wentld have virtually the same-affect on porental futare lyns habiar as Alrernatives Band , desanbed
above.

Pracucally, there would be no difference betweerfar Ly of the alternatives on lynx beesuse Iyrix are not
present on Grand Mesa. Alternatives B, C, dnd I would have greater affects on Iynx hahutat than
Alternative A a5 a result of forest conversion 1o i trails, greater human acrivity during the ski season,
and @ shghr inerease m dispersed summer recreatfn indicectly resulting from additional base area
development. Alternatives B, C, and D would refultin a loss of effecnve foraging and security babitar
withirl the developed ski area. Effective denninglind tavel habitar would be unaffected.

at lynx colomze and Inhabit Grand Mesa at such a

From a theorencal future perspective, assuming
neluding suboptimal liabinats that have hirle value

density thar a home range would encorpass P§
to ynx and where most upgrading modification ¥ ould occur), there would be no claar difference
between Alternatives B, C, oc . All propese aut the same acteage of habitat modifications.
Abtermative T would resualt in anly 6.1 acres of mature spruce-fir forest compared 1o 129 acres under
Alrermatives B and . Considerations between these alternatives largely focus on patential movernents
across the sk ares, since effective denning habitar is absent and Foraging values dre hnted to upper
clevanon comfer stands. Alteenatives B and D would porentlally have o greater affect on lynx
moverments during the 3.6 manth, December 13 10 April 5 {mean opening to closing dares). ski season
15 a tesult of the additonal noise and activity assocared with expanded snpwimaking coverage and
assoctated activities, although there are fo séignnfic srudies o suppart or réfute that cantention.
Conversely, Alrernative I may have éss affect on movements as a result of glading ifas 1s suspected
(but undocumented), glading facilitares movements across ski trails. Howevet, the potental bengfits
and disadvantages of one alternative versus the ctlier i§ probably modt because esisting and proposed
tratls are relatively narrow, lynx are known te cross ski arcas, PSA is celatively narraw and well within
the ability oF 2 lynx o cross, and lynx could aveid cross the sk area entirely by moving ahove the sk
area along West Bench.

Based on results af the HABCAP analysis, potential habitat capability for lynx in the DU woypld
continue to exceed the desired viability threshold, although Alternative T) would merementally redice
the habitat potental

The LAU analysis indicated that while the implernentanion of Alternative D would conflict with the

70% suitability standard (Ruediger et al, 2000), the permanent loss of ¥ acres, 0.08% of the 11,305 acres
of surable habitar i the LALU would have no effect on parential long=ternt lynx habirat use sr viabiliey
within or beyond the LAU. Within the mext 20 years, large aress of aspen on PSA and in the DU, now
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