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mdirect, growih mducing 1apacts of skl ajvas, and ne wfrastructiese, growth and
deveiopment sprouting nearby to serve the ski area causes greater environmental
impacts/feoncerns than the direci impacts of the ski acea expansion itsetf,

We vecomnmend that the FELS identify and discuss dizect =ffects or induced
growth o development changes or at ieast inake a good {ziih effort 1o ¢xplain the
effects that ave "reasonably foreseeable.” How much developable private land lies
within ¢asy commuting distance of MSHY Are there environmentally sensitive
aredas such as riparian areas and wetlands or other unportant wildlite habitat
within reasonable proximity to MSB that may be developed as an indirect
response 1o MSB expansion and increased skier use? Wikl induced growth and
fand use change have ai effect on air, waler, aad other natural sysierms and/cv
envirenmentally sensitive areas near the ski area’

W recognize that future tand uses near the ski arcs may nof be preciseiy known,
but it way be possible te consider tikely iand uses and development trends i the
area and estimate and disclose the likelihood inar undeveioped land near the ski
arca wili be developed as an indirect result of the ski area expansion. Also, the
sOlsisiency of the proposed M5B expansion with Missoula County Land Use
Pians shouid be disclosed.

i. We ars pleased that continuous shuttie service snconmnodating 120 more skiers ai
)

DG tum, (A AO0TY wonid be provided on busy dayd o teduce tralfic and porking
needs. We understand that that proposed sciion does not inciude construction of a
new parking fot, since additional roadside parking was already created along the

w.\h ued Snowbowl Road below 1hie buse area, aldivugh soie addinonai parking

would be crealed after the existing mamtenance building is moved, creating 30

new parking spots. W are also pleased ihat no new roads are proposed.

witdlife

The DELS states that approximately 54 seres of Lynx Critical Habitat e within
:iw pronowd expansion area, and | U‘ib actes are presens in the existing SUP area,
{page 347, althougn there wre no documeoivd cecwrrences of vy on MSR and
fiere is now evidence of dennung or reprocGuciios i the vielnity oi the proposed
capansion area. The DERS also states that given the pooxinaty of the proposed
sxpansion area to known Lyt distaibution within the Rattiesnake LAU, [ynx have
ihe potenuial to occur within the proposed expansion sres.(page 3-43).

We are pleased that project guidelines 1o address requirements of the Northern
Rockies Lynx Management Direction and Inland Mative Fich Strategy (INFISH)
arc identified (page 2-14 10 2-13), and potentiad effecis on the ihicatened Canada
tyny are evaluated and disclosed (4-15 12 420 We are concerned that the
proposcd project will result in the foss of £5 acies of siwtable Tyng habiat and 34
zcres of mature multi-story habitat in the hynx analysis nait, although this is siaied
to be a small increniental toss. The biological assessment concludes thar whale
the proposed project imay affect the Canada iynx, it 15 unhikely to adversely aifect
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