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Action Altermitives

The implementation of these alternatives could funher displace large mammals such as wolvering, lynx and
gray wolves which are active during the winter months and sensiive to human disturbance. This possible
displacement may not constitute an “adverse effect” on an individunl specles. but it could reduce the
diversily of species nccupying the penmit wea. When these issues of wildlife and habitat diversity are
considerad on u larpger scale, possible effects are reduced. Species diversity within the Mission Creek, and
Stemult Creek Wotersheds would not be adversely impacted by any of the Action Alternatives, because only
Squilchuek is subjected to large amounts of human disturbance during the winter.

3.2.4.6.3. Ropior Nest Sites

Raptors are afforded protection by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. There aré known raptor nesi siies within
the permit ared.

. How would the proposed aotion affect raptor nest sites”

Alfernative |
The implementation of this allernative would not cause harm o any raptor nest sites, because no known
nesis exst.

All Action Alternatives

The implementation of these alternatives would not cause hasmn (o any known raptor nest siles, because none
enist. A sharp-shinned hawk nest site was found during surveys for northern goshawks in 1996, This nest
site was over 1/4 mile away from any proposed construction activity.

3.2.4 64 Wetland and Riparian Habitats

(Refer to Section 3.3.1)

324 6.5, Late Successional Forest

Late-successionul forests are mature stands with multi-storied canopies, high concentrations of downed
waondy diebris, and large snaps. Certain wildlife species are dependent ¢n this type of forest and can be
sensilive 1o alterations.

Wittun the Squiichuck Watershed, late-Successional foresis on private land have been heavily thinned in the
last five years

. How would the proposed action affect late-successmonal forests? Mission 4b
Allernative |
The implementation of this alternstive would not include removal of any lnle-sge wnal forests

Alernntive 2

Implementation of this alternative would include the treatment of about 20 seres of mature forest in the
Central Park area. Some of these acres consist of 207+ dbh Douglas fir with 20-50" spacing between the
trees This is a mature stand but does nol exhibit the characteristics of high concentretions of downed
woody materal and snogs normally associated with lare-successional forests. Proposed ski runs in this areq
would consist of tree skiing and open plades  Given the lack of late-successional forest charsctenstics and
the planned uilization of existing openings. implemeniation of this aliernative would not atfecy lae-
successionnl foreses.

L

Adrernative 3
Implementation of this alternative would not inchude the removal of any latz-successional forests.

3.2.4.6.0, 5andstone Cliffs and Rock Ouicrops

Sandstone cliffs and rock outcrops are imponant umguee habitars which provide nesting, roosting, and

foraging opportunities for numerous birds and mammals. Care should be taken when Bctivities occur near

these sites A buffer of rrees and other types of vegetarion can maintain the utility of a den or roos! sne.
™



