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Attn: Roadliess Areas Proposed Rule

Har  Fropozsed Roadless Area Conservation Eunle
(Foadless Initiative)

GDantlemern and/or Ladles:

Ae we previously informed you in our lettsrs of June 27 and 28,
2000, this fimm represents Mamnsoh Mountain Ski Area (MM3A) . MMSA
is the holder of wvarigus Special Use Permits (SUR) within the Inyo
National Forest (INF), with MMSA operating resort and recreation
facilities and enterprises within the INF, including Mammeth
Mauntair Ski RArea, June Mountain Ski Ares, Tamarack Resort and
cross-Courbry Skiing Center (Tamarack), and Mamnoth Snowmebhile
Adwenturss. '

This letter i1s :ntended to serve as comments by MMSA to the
Bpadless Area Conservation Proposed Rule (Roadless Initiative) and
the Draft Environmental Impacl Statement [(DEIS) issued purstant to
the letter of Forest Service Chief Mike Dombeck dated May 11, 2000

(File Code 1850=3). Mammoth 7a

of this letter, and for the reasons expresged and
: this commenc lecter, MMSR has ng official positian
ing the wvarious alternatives being considered, except that

takes the positicn tha o Actign Alternative should be
ntil Iull and appropriate pPlLanning;
i rocessasg ursuant oy, AMOr orher

things, Natleonal Environmeiral Polizsy Acr 'NEFA) ., @ Milltiple-ilsa
Sustsined-TYielae Act of 1360 [MUSY), &and the Naticnmal Forest
Manzgement Act [NFEMA) are _mrlsmenled and carried out By tha USDR
United States Deparcment o Agriculture

forest Service — CAET




Further inconsistencies and areas of confusion are cemonstrated by
Lhe documeni entitled ROADLESS AREA PROJECT QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
11/12/28 1issued by the Forest Service. Some examples are as
follows:

l. In responding to the guesticn, “What are the components
of the action proposed in the Notice of Intemt (NOI}?,* the Forest
Service responds in pertinent part; “Local Forest Plan amendment
and NEPA processes, both of which reguire active public
collaboration and participation, could be used to implement the
procedures and criteria developed in part II. The final rule would
delineate the framework for this forest-hy-forest implementatien
process....”

The effect of the propgsed action in the NOI is to amend
cr modlfy rthe existing Forest Plan, thereby aveiding or ignoring
the appropriate public collaboration and participation required
under NEFA.

2i In responding to the guestion, “What is the relationship
between the draft planning zregulations and this troadless
proposal?,” the Foresl Service response States in pertinent part:
“The proposed planning rule would rewrite the existing TForest
Service Flarning Regulations. The procesed planning rule would
make ecological sustainability the primary goal of Natienal Forest
System land management...."” (Emphasis added).

The flaw in this apprecach is ignoring people as part of
the zcesystem of the Naticnal Forest System, and specifically the
INE. This resulfs in a change of policy currentiy expresseéd in the
1988 Forest Plan and the concept of multiple use.

3 In response fo the guestion, “There ars a numper o ski
resorts or expansion of ski resorts planned for national forests,
¥s this an effort to shut them down?” The Forest Service response
begs the 'question and fails to address the impact of the Retion
Alternatives In that access to and from such ski resort facilitieg
would be 2ubstantially impacted by the Roadless Initiative. In
paint of fact, the effect of the Roadless Initiative on the
proposed Sherwin Bowl S5ki -Area would be to make the =ski area
inagcessible. The: same would applv to planned expansion of Mammoth
Mountain.
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