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; Copper Mountian Resort Opposes Alternatives D and E of Whte River
= National Forest Plan

WHERN: 10/11/1992

Copper Mountain officiais announced the resort’s cpposition (o proposed
Allernatives D and E of the White River MNalicnal Forgst Flan today, Lack of balance
pehween environmental interests and recreat,

Copper Mountain officials announced the rescort’s opposition o proposed
Altermnatives D ahd E of the White River National Forest Plan laday. Lack of batance
batwean ervironmental interests and recreaticnal needs in both alternatives were
cited-as the resort's main reasons for opposition:

In mig-1997 the U.5: Forest Service approached all resort officials whose resort
boundaries are within the YWhite River Natlonal Forest: The resarts were instrucied
individualky, and without communication with each other, o propose a 30-year plan
thal would, In a “perfect-world” scenario, identify all possible boundary expansions
and poiential uses over that fime frame. The Forest Service combined the submitted
recreational propasals with environmental desires submitted by local, state and
national environmental groups and then inputted their own planning agenda.
effectively creating six different scenancs. named Altematives 8. C. 0, E. Fand L

light of Alternative D recently being put Torth as the preferrad alternative, and upeh
zing the cumulathve nature of Alternative E, theresort does not suppart eithier
plan assfey effect cur resort, theentire Ten Mile Crainage area and The White River
Mattonal Psgest,” said Jim Spensl, vice president of operatlans for Copper. "Several
emvinonmentabgroups have suggested that Altemative E is our preferred altemative
when in fact tha ld mot be farther fram the truth. Altermative E does not doan
acoeptable |obof phegecting the environmeni as it is excessively weighted toward
recreational expansion. On the other side of the coin, Allemative D proposes no
axpansicn whatsoever over a pericd of 15 yaars. In order lo achleve sustainabiiity of
the Eco-system, as well s the economy, we fesl that different segments of each of
the six allernabives need to be comblned into one comprehensive plan,”

ery dislant fulure, Copper ofliclals orginally proposed a number af
projects whose incegh dus tocenviranmental and economic considerations, are
nalonger foreseeable in the Theresorl |s currently pursuing a significant
reducton to the criginal plan that would allow for enly the potential use of areas
directly adjacent tc Copper's existing pemmit boundary. [fapproved. this alteration will
heve to undergo Lhe same environmental scruliny required as any proposad plan
before being formally submitted.

“Ag wa have begun tc grow . our plans and aur focus have shifted,” added Spenst.
*Cur world has changed so significantly in thelast fifteen years that we must
assume |t will change even more over the next fifteen. ldeally, we envisien a pian
jointly constructed by the U.5. Forest Service, each resor, all environmental groups,
Summit County officials. the local community and all other interested parties thal
wiolld provide the delicate balance nesded belween environmental and recreational
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One project noted In Alternative E thal is not being pursued by the resort suggestsa
developmenl af the base of the Tucker Mountain Drainage |ocated south of the
resorl's current pesmilted area, Although Copperis not pursuing this develepment
due to environmental and economic considerations, resort officials do feel thatan
extensicn ta the south and west of the resort's present permit boundary -
Prescnption 825 as categonzed by the U.S. Forest Senvice =15 deslirable, “In the
foreseeable future we have no desire for 8 base area (o be develonad In that area as
identifled In our submiltal lothe Forest Service 18 months ago,” sald Spenst. “We
have, however, been toid by our guests that they want skiing and nding access in the
Tucker Mountain Crainags and Jacque Basin areas. which are located adjacent to
our current boundary, Atthe present ime we have no intentions torequestan
avtension of our permit, but we do believe that the public should have the opportunity
n the future to skl and ride in those areas. |1and when hat lime amves, these areas
will undergo the same envircnmental review required of any proposad lano use.”

In-additicn to pursding the cption for additional acreage in Prescrption 8.25 Copper
plans to continue Impreving areas within Its exlsting permil asea thal are concurrent
withthe ongoing Collaborative Froni-Loaded Interagency Process. (CFLIF). The
CFLIP effort is a first of its kind project developed by the Forest Service to craate
meore strugtured public coordination efforts for mountain resort projects that require
multiple permits and approvals. The U8 Forest Service chose Copper Mountain
several months ago as the first to panticipate in this effort in part due to the resost's
pastinitiatives aimed &t developing quality communicaticn with interested parties
prior to finalizing thelr prosect proposals.

For more Information on proposed Allematives D and E of the VWhile River Naticnal
Forest Plan, call Carclyn Upton at (970} 246-2521 Formoreinformation on Copper
Mountain Resort call {970) 963-231 8.

PAST PRESS RELEASES
cart 300-458-8386 ExT7.3883 6 ror MORE PRESS INFORMATION

[ stz oo v s | 52y o s e | v roiey———



