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DECISION SUMMARY Brundage za

This Decision Notice documents my decision to select the Proposed Action as described
in the Brundage Mountain Land Exchange Environmental Assessment (EA). This
decision will convey a 388 .35 acre tract of Federal land described as the Brundage parcel
to Brundage Mountain Company (BMC) in exchange for two non-Federal parcels
comprised of the Reed Ranch (190,26 acres) and Squaw Meadows (159.23 acres) parcels
totaling 349.49 acres. The Federal parcel is located in Adams County approximately
seven air miles northwest of McCall, Idaho, and the non-Federal parcels are located in
Valley County. The Squaw Meadows is located approximately 17 air miles north of
MeCall and Reed Ranch is located approximately 19 air miles east of MeCall.

Since the notice and comment period on the Proposed Action in April of 2005, the
appraisals have been completed and approved. The date of valuation for the Federal and
non-Federal parcels is September 19, 2005. The appraisals were completed in
accordance with Federal standards by Bradford Knipe, MAI, ARA, and reviewed and
approved by Forest Service Senior Review Appraiser John H Moore, ARA, on March 17,
2006. The Federal parcel is valued at 53,105,000 and the non-Federal parcels are valued
at $3,080,000.

In accordance with the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 36 CFR 254.12, thereis a
need to balance the exchange based on the values of the Federal and non-Federal lands
involved by adjustment of the relative values, This exchange will be balanced with a
cash equalization payment of 25,000 to the TUnited States.

This exchange will be completed in accordance with the General Exchange Act of
March 20, 1922 (16 U.S.C. 485, 486; P.L. 67-173; 42 Stat. 465); amended by the Act of
February 28, 1925 (43 Stat. 1090); the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of
October 21, 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1716; P.L. 94-579; 90 Stat. 2743, as amended); and the
Federal Land Exchange Facilitation Act of August 20, 1988 (43 U.S.C. 1716(note); P.L.
100-409; 102 Stat. 1086).

Refier to the maps of the exchange parcels in Appendix A of this Decision Notice. Le pal
descriptions of each parcel to be exchanged are listed in Appendix B.

The non-Federal parcels will be incorporated in the National Forest System (NFS) within
the Payette National Forest (PNF), managed and monitored in accordance with the PNF
Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan), and future land management plans
that may be developed for the National Forest under the National Forest Management
Act. These tracts will be managed according to direction in the Forest Plan for
Management Area 7 (Squaw Meadows) and Management Arca 12 (Reed Ranch).

Squaw Meadows falls within and will be incorporated mto the surrounding Management
Prescription Category (MPC) 5.1, Restoration and Maintenance Emphasis within
Forested Landscapes. The Reed Ranch will be incorporated into the surrounding MPC
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Brundage Land Exchange EA

The Federal parcel encompasses up to 476 acres around the base area at Hrundage Mountain
Resort. It includes the base arez facilities such as the lodge, maintenance shops, parking lots,
base liff terminals, rental and ski shop, and kids® center. Development on the parcel would no
longer be guided by the Forest Service but would be subject to County review and approval.
Undeveloped lands to the north and south of the base area are included in the parcel. These lands
are timbered, with the primary species being Douglas-fir, grand fir, lodgepole ping, and western
larch. The parcel is located in T19N, R2E, Sections 1, 12; and 13 in Management Area 6, Goose
Creek/Hazard Creek. of the Forest Plan. The parcel is surrounded by Nauonal Forest System
land.

The Proposed Action would require a non-significant Forest Plan amendment to adjust the
Management Area acreages under each Management Prescription Category to reflect the land
exchange.

2.2 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE

Under the No-Action Alternative, the land exchange would not occur. Owmership and
management of the Federal and non-Federal parcels would remain as they are. Base area
development at the ski area would remain under PNF admimistration. New facilities to be
constructed over the next 5-8 years within the exchange parcel would be as approved under the
Brundage Mountain Reyort 1999 Revised Master Development Plan Phase I Environmenial
Assessment and Decision Notice. Reed Ranch and Squaw Msadows would be managed,
developed, and/or disposed of at BMC's discretion,

2.3 ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED BUT NOT ANALYZED
IN DETAIL

Several action alternatives that are not analyzed in detail in this EA were identified through
scoping and internal, interdiseiplinary review of the proposal. These altermatives and the
rationiale for not carrying them into detailed analysis are discussed below.

= Create a public aviation facility on Reed Ranch to be managed by the ldaho Department of
Transportation, Division af Aeranautics.

The Idaho Transportation Board and the Idaho Aeronautics Advisory Board proposed that, as part of
the exchange, a permanent easement be placed on the Reed Ranch airstrip providing for management
and operaton by the Division of Aeronautics, [daho Department of Tramsportation. The Valley
County Board of Commissioners expressad their support for this altemative as it would meet the goals
of public safety, resource protection, storic uses, and compensation for the loss of tax dollars.

Discussion: This alternative has been considered but will not be carried into detailed analysis in the
EA because it is beyond the scope of the EA. The Purpose and Need involves the exchange of the
Federal and non-Federal parcels, including Reed Ranch, but does not involve specific future uses. No
change in the status of the airstrip is proposed. It would remain closed to public use as it is under
current ownership. [f a proposal to maintain or develop it as a public aviation facility administersd by
the State were developed subsequent to the exchange, the PNF would process the proposal as
appropriate.
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Brundage Land Exchange EA

ATV use occurs in the area, but at a much lower level than snowmobile use. Preferred areas are
north and east of the resort, similar to the high-use snowmobile areas. These areas are accessed
via Goose Creek Road, but parking areas are beyond the resort. The exchange parcel itself
supports very limited ATV use, limited to occasional traffic on the logging roads by wood
gatherers, mushroom pickers, and hunters in the area outside the ski arca permit boundary.

3.4.1.4 Public Access and Use of Non-Federal Parcels

Under private ownership, the Reed Ranch and Squaw meadows parcels have generally remained
open 1o public access and usc. Uses include hiking, camping, hunting, and snowmeobile and ATV
use. Squaw Meadows is particulerly popular with snowmobilers. Some firewood collection has
occurred and, in the case of Reed Ranch, there has been some mining activity. With the
exception of mining, all such activities have taken place at the discretion of BMC. In accordance
with Idaho law, the land could be posted and closed to public use. Mining activity preceded
private ownership, subject to landowner perrmssion, and mining could continue under private
awnership.

3.4.2 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

3.4.2.1 Recreational Use of Reed Ranch Ajrstrip

J.4.2.1.1 Proposed Action

The transfer of ownership of Reed Ranch under the Proposed Action would not affect the status
of the airstrip in terms of public use. As discussed in the pre-EA mailing circulated for public
comment prior to preparation of this EA, the Proposed Action would entail no change in the
status of the airstrip. Tt would remain closed to public access. Thus access would be affected only
for BMC and anyone to whom they may have granted permission.

Aside from legal access, maintenance is a concern. As nofed in the pre-EA mailing, any
decisions regarding changes in the status of the amsinp are outside the scope of this analysis and
decision. This includes maintenance arrangements, involving the Forest Service, the Idaho
Department of Transportation, or any other entity. Under the Proposed Action, the Forest Service
would not maintain the strip, making its future suitability for recreational use questionable. The
other airstrips in the area noted above would remain available for recreational use.

3.4.2.1.2 Ne-Action Alternative
Under the No-Action Alternative, recreational access to the Reed Ranch airstnp would be
unaffected; the strip would remain closed to public use.

3.4.2.2 Character of the Resort

3.4.2.2.1 Proposed Action

The land exchange in 1tself would not directly affect the character of the resort at all, but as

discussed i more detail below (see Section 1.5.2.1.1) it would set the stage for development of

the exchange parcel beyond that envisioned m Phase [ of the current master plan. No specific

plans for future development have heen prepared or submitted, but BMC has indicated that in e
order to remain competitive in the resort's evolving market niche, improvemesnis in guest

facilities (including some overnight accommodations and home sites), infrastructure, and general

upgrades will be needed in the future, and that fee ownership of the exchange parcel would

facilitate such development, BMC has stated that “careful attention will be given to proper scale

33





