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Big Mountain 5

Ghangmg Boyhdary Policy: The ski area boundary policy would continue to be basically an open policy,
owed to ski outside the ski area permit boundary (Figure 4-1), However, a partial
policy would prohibit lift-based skiers from exiting or re-entering the ski area in the
aring drainage during the period of April 1 10 closing. This proposed policy change

« | narth slope skiing, which improves the quality of early and late season skiing,
ge 45% deeper, and effacts of solar radiation are minimized on north-facing slopes Al
oximately 28% of the development would be on north slopes. W5I's 1983 Master Plan

during th 082 ski season, The studies indicated that north slope snow depths averaged 45% deeper
5 from January-March. |n addition, north slopes do not go through the same meit/fresze

avallable. Alternative F (Modiied) would provide an adaditional egress route direcily from the
is would be a groomed route and for upper level skiers (advanced intermediate to expert),

ing on South Slopes: The pruposed water reservoir and well would be located near the upper

[ Chair 2. Reservoir and well development would expand the capabilities for snowmaking by
approxifhately 83 acres. Currently, approximately 50 acres are served and the proposed activities would
iner snowmaking capabilities by 138%. The proposed system would serve all of the Charr 2 ski runs,
the enffe Big Ravine ski run, and the lower portions of Inspiration ski run up 1o Easy Street and Bad Rack.
This aflditional snowmaking would increase early and lale season skiing opportunities. Skier visits during
the and late seasons could increase and help to create a more sustained visitation. Night skiing could
start @Rrlier in the season and conlinue |ater in the spring.

Warming/Snack Hut Near Chair 2: This 2,000-square foot facility would provide a convenient "on-the-mountain®
food service. The proposed building would be located at an elevation of approximately 1,200° above the
base area, This location has scenic views of the Flathead Valley.

Snowmobiles: Alternative F includes the Taylor Creek Road as an additional route lor snowmobilers to
access the summit. The additional route would add approximately 10 miles 1o the existing snowmabile system.
The Whitefish Lake, Canyon Creek, and Olney trailheads would connect. As proposed, the new trail segment
would provide a safer route to the summit because it would not comain any known areas that regularly
avalanche. Rerouting of the current snowmaobile trail in order to avoid ski area development on the north
slope of The Big Mountain i5 required 10 provide some separation of skiers and snowmobiles. The new
Tayior Creek snowmobiie route would significanily reduce the travel time for snowmobilers traveling to the
Summit House Snowmabile *play areas® are converted to developed skiing under this alternative. The number
of acres converted is approximately 300, Snowmobile parking would remain at its present lecation approxirmately
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