STANTISLAUS NATTONAL FOREST
BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT/EVALUATTION

PROJECT: Bear ?B]lay Winter S5ports Ares Expansion
RANGER DISTRICT: Calaveras

PREPABRED BY

WILDLIFE/ROTANY QFFIOER

This Bleloglcal Assessment/Evaluation meets the requirements of
FSM 2672.4 and provides for compliance with 36 CFR 219,19 and
241.1
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Bear Valley 3

Cumilarive Effects

fef vicinity of the proposed ski area expansion
try skiing, and summer recreation

fiin biking, hunting, camping, and

Four-wheel -drive vehicfifar uge on designated routes) All of rhese
activities have impaciyfl on the wildlife resource. Grasing and
Eour-wheel-drive vehiffulay use ecan impact habitar for many wildlife
gpacieg. Crosd - counffoy gkiing and summey recroation increage tha
digturbance lewvsl, e cumulative impactes of the propoeed Bkl arca
sxpansion plus thegh other astivitise on the habitar is minor compared
to the impacts of Fhege other activities dlone. The gcumulative
impacte on the diffturbance lewvel are prebably, howsaver, more

gubstantial.

On-going activities in
include grazing, crose-
{influding hiking, mo

ivities menticoed in the previous paragraph have
spotted owls that might be uging the exigting aki
area and thefgreas proposed for expansion. Thus, there would be
litrle incrgafe in the effects of the proposed expansion dus to
cumulative feffects from these other activities.

The on-going 3
little affact

VITI. DETERMINATI(

These dete
degcribed
knewm abo

iong ‘are based on the potential for adverse impacts as
the Effects of the Altermatives section, the informartion
ecies distributicon and habitat requirements, and the amount
d potential habitat located within the project area.

'. Eﬂxﬂg;iﬂﬂ_fﬂlﬂgg: It is my determinaticn that che Bear

Jenzitive species:

Allium tribracteatum, Silene inwvisa, Northern Goshawk, Great Grav Owl,
California Sootted Owl, Willow Flvcatcher, Pacific Fisher, Marten,
Sierra Newvada Red Fox: It is my determinaticn that the Bear Valley
Winter Sporte Avea Expansion may affect individuals of these species
but ig not likely te result in a trend toward Federal listing for
these species,

C: Candidate Sensitive Species:
Wolverine, Sierra Revada Snowshoe Have, Greater Western Mastiffi Bat,

Igwnsend's Western Big-sared Bag, Spotted Bat, Mount Lvell Salamander,
Mountain Yellow-legged Frog, ¥ogemite Toad: It is my determination
that the Bear Valley Winter Sports Area Expansion may affect
individuals of these species, but will not affect thess speciaes’
viabilicy.
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