


Chapter 3: Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences
B. Roadless Area

B. ROADLESS AREA
SCOPE OF THE ANALYSIS

Of the 1,872 acres in the A-Basin SUP boundary, approximately 988 acres are overlapped by the
Porcupine Peak Inventoried Roadless Area (IRA). Approximately 312 of those acres are in Montezuma
Bowl. Figure 4 in Chapter 6 provides information on how A-Basin’s SUP area interacts with the
Porcupine Peak IRA.

This section analyzes potential direct, indirect and cumulative effects of proposed projects within A-
Basin’s SUP area on the Porcupine Peak IRA. Per the 2002 Forest Plan, Montezuma Bowl was
incorporated into A-Basin’s SUP area because the Forest Plan considered Montezuma Bowl a “logical
expansion of the ski area” and that it has “excellent potential for skiing and snowboarding.”** While
Montezuma Bowl is within A-Basin’s SUP area, it is not within the ski area’s current operational
boundary and remains undeveloped, offering an easily accessible, un-patrolled “backcountry™ experience.

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

Summary of Policy and Direction Related to Inventoried Roadless Areas

In 1972 the Forest Service began identifying roadless areas for Wilderness consideration through the
Roadless Area Review and Evaluation (RARE 1).% In 1979, the agency completed RARE 11, a more
extensive national inventory of roadless areas. The RARE II study evaluated approximately 62 million
acres and recommended 15 million for Wilderness designation, 12 million as potential Wilderness
requiring further study, and 36 million for non-Wilderness uses.”

Most national forests and grasslands employed RARE 11 data to develop inventories of roadless areas.
Subsequent forest plan revisions and regional assessments have further evaluated inventoried roadless
areas. These inventoried roadless areas are identified in a set of inventoried roadless area maps, contained
in the 2000 Forest Service Roadless Area Conservation Final EIS.

The term roadless is not a management designation — it is an inventory of a condition of NFS lands. The
direction for providing roadless area inventories is found in several places, including the Code of Federal
Regulations (36 CFR 219.17[a]), Forest Service Handbook (FSH 1909.12.7.1), and the Wilderness Act
(78 Stat. 890; 16 U.S.C. 1131-1136).

*2 Ibid.

3 poadless is defined as “arcas that do not contain facilities for purposes of travel by vehicles greater than 50 inches
in width...” Per 36 CFR 212.1 Definitions — Travel Management,; Designated Routes and Areas for Motor Vehicle
Use, a road is a motor vehicle route over 50 inches wide, unless identified and managed as a trail.

% USDA Forest Service, 2000a
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