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winter. (Note: The top terminal of the Montezuma Bowl chairlift, as well as the access route and the
entirety of A-Basin’s existing road network, is outside of the Porcupine Peak Inventoried Roadless Area
[IRA].)

The bottom terminal of the Montezuma Bowl lift is approved for construction at an elevation of 11,350
feet, and is within the Porcupine Peak IRA. Installation of the bottom terminal in this remote location can
be accomplished without construction of a road, and all equipment and tools are required to be
transported to the bottom terminal by a combination of the following methods: use of a helicopter, over-
the-snow transport via snowcat or snowmobile, or hand transport in the summer. Grading and tower

excavation will be accomplished by utilizing low-impact excavating equipment and hand digging.”

Associated with the construction of the Montezuma Bowl lift, I am authorizing tree clearing along the lift
line corridor and bottom terminal site and as well as grading for the top and bottom terminals and the
access corridor. All clearing in conjunction with construction of the Montezuma Bowl lift will result in
felled trees remaining on-site. Excess fill material created as a result of construction of the top terminal
will be deposited in an existing, natural terrain depression on the ridge line immediately south of the top

terminal of the Lenawee lift.

Terrain Network

My decision to approve lift-served skiing within Montezuma Bowl will increase A-Basin's Cxistiﬂg‘/

overall lift-served terrain acreage from approximately 490 acres to 837 acres. The inclusion of
Montezuma Bowl into A-Basin’s lifi-served terrain network responds to Purpose #1: Better disperse
intermediate and advanced skiers throughout the SUP area and Purpose #2: Address terrain capacity
issues to accommodate current and anticipated demand. As indicated in the FEIS, when analyzed strictly
from a slope-angle perspective, Montezuma Bowl will add approximately 195 acres of lift-served
intermediate terrain and 152 acres of advanced terrain (for a total of 247 acres). However, there are
qualitative components of the terrain in Montezuma Bowl that cannot be captured in an analysis that is

based purely on slope angles (e.g., natural Alpine snow conditions, moguls and trees).

A-Basin plans to maintain approximately 37 acres of intermediate terrain in Montezuma Bowl by
grooming two top-to-bottom trails and two connector trails. Grooming will occur on high traffic areas to
provide intermediate level guests with access to the bottom terminal of the Montezuma Bowl lift. Thus,
the remainder of the intermediate and advanced terrain (approximately 310 acres) in the Bowl will remain
in an un-groomed condition and will therefore be defined by climatic conditions, skier utilization patterns,
as well as by slope gradient and natural Alpine features. In a high-clevation bowl setting such as this,
terrain that would traditionally be classified as “intermediate” can assume qualities (e.g., moguls, trees,
and variable snow conditions) that require more advanced skiing abilities despite the results of the slope

* “Low-impact” refers to excavating equipment that is specifically designed to have low ground pressure.

Arapahoe Basin
2006 Improvement Plan Final EIS
5



