Angel Peak Development

49° North has been granted permission to
develop runs on Angel Peak. The new runs
will be to the west of Chair 4. We will be
surveying the new runs this summer with
construction being completed in the summer
of 2008. The new runs will give you even more
mountain to enjoy.
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Air Quality

The primary impact of the alternatives would be
from burning slash created by clearing land.
Alternative A would have the least effect on air
resources (no clearing or thinning and burning)
followed by Altermative C and Alternative B.
All alternatives would meet Forest Plan
requirements for monitoring and compliance with
State Air Quality Visibility Standards. Activities
would maintain air guality at a level adequate for
protection and use of the National Forest
resources, and meel or exceed applicable Federal
and State standards and regulations. All
prescribed burning would be planned and
conducted in accordance with all applicable State
and régional smoke management plans.

Vegetation

Selection of Alternative A, the no action
alternative, is not expected to show immediate
changes in the old growth stand. Over the long-
term (up to 30 years). it is expected that the old
growth stand will begin the stand initiation phase.
During the stand initiation phase it is likely that
the largest most defective trees will be the first to
fall, thus potentially affecting the stand at a pace
equaling that of the action alternatives, though in a
more random manner, Once the large trees begin
to fall, openings will regenerate with hemiock,
cedarand grand fir.

Alternative B would clear about 310 acres of
forest vegetation for the construction of ski runs
and trails, With this alternative, more than half of
the old-growth stand (60 acres of 114 acres)
would be removed and the remainder substantially
altered by thinning. Due to the large number of
openings, a large portion of the old growth stand
would be exposed to the effects associated with
stand edge, i.e., wind throw, broken trees, and
solar desiceation of shade-tolerant specics. In
addition, a large portion of the biggest trees would
have to be removed as hazards. Alternative B, if
selected, would in all likelthood eliminate the old
srowth stand both with fragmentation and
resulting stand damage from wind. Alternative B
would start the stand mitiation phase.
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Alternative C would clear forest vegetation on
about 257 acres for ski runs and trails. Five of
these acres would be in the 114-acre old growth
stand in the East Basin, This alternative would
have 150-foot areas thinned on each side of the
groomed run (11 acres) to ramove trees smaller
than 17 inches in diameter and large woody
debris. The remaining 100 acres of old growth
would be lightly thinned and have about 75% of
\rees smaller than 7 inches in diameter and about
10% of large woody debris removed. Like
Alternative B, the pristine character of old growth
would be altered with this alternative, but features
such as the composition of large trees would not
be reduced on 100 acres of the 1 14-acre old-
growth stand. Alternative C would expose much
iess stand edge. and remove fewer hazard trees
than Alternative B. The large tree component
would be maintained on about 109 acres with this
alternative. Other than the 5 acres in cleared runs,
and the 11 acres with treas less than 17 inches
diameter removed, the remaining portion of the
old growth stand should proceed in a manner very
similar to the No Action Aliemative.

Both alternatives would thin about 270 to 310
acres of forest stands to create gladed skiing.
Thinning would result in open stands of larger
trees with 50% less large woody debris. Thinning
and removal of woody debris would reduce levels
of insects and discase, which are currently present
in the analysis arca. Thinning would also reduce
wild fire risk.

Visual Quality

Visual quality objectives would be met under any
of the alternatives since the ski area is almosi
completely hidden from view from all roads,
communities and private lands in the surrounding
Jandscape of Stevens and Pend Oreille Counties,

Heritage

The proposed action meets Forest Plan and other
applicable standards because scientific, social, and
historical values would be maintained. Existing
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